
Pastor: Rev. Neil Parker
Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost

16 November 2025



PRELUDE & MEDITATION

Telemann Trio Sonata in A major: 
Alla Breve 

Marino Cello, Tiffany Choi Violin, 
Elizabeth Violin, Tomasz Organ



WELCOME & CANDLE LIGHTING



OPENING HYMN – Ch 56
For the beauty of the earth
1. 

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies,

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise.



3. 
For the joy of ear and eye, 

for the heart of mind’s delight, 
for the Mystic harmony 

linking sense to sound and sight,
Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise.



5. 
For thy church that evermore 

lifteth holy hands above, 
offering up on every shore 
one pure sacrifice of love,

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise.



PASSING OF THE PEACE



SPECIAL PEOPLE



SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 65:17-25
Read by Kitty McKinsey 

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. 
The former things will not be remembered, nor 
will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice 

forever in what I will create, for I will create 
Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I 
will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in 
my people; the sound of weeping and of crying 

will be heard in it no more.



“Never again will there be in it an infant who 
lives but a few days, or an old man who does 
not live out his years; the one who dies at a 

hundred will be thought a mere child; the one 
who fails to reach a hundred will be considered 

accursed.

They will build houses and dwell in them; they 
will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. No 

longer will they build houses and others live in 
them, or plant and others eat. For as the days 
of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my 
chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their 

hands.



They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear 
children doomed to misfortune; for they will be 

a people blessed by the Lord, they and their 
descendants with them. Before they call I will 

answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and 
the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will 
be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm 

nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” 

says the Lord.



SCRIPTURE READING- Luke 21:5-19

Some of his disciples were remarking about how 
the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and 
with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, “As for 
what you see here, the time will come when not 
one stone will be left on another; every one of 

them will be thrown down.”  

“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things 
happen? And what will be the sign that they are 
about to take place?” He replied: “Watch out that 
you are not deceived. For many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ 
Do not follow them. 



When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be 
frightened. These things must happen first, but 

the end will not come right away.” Then he said to 
them: “Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 
earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various 
places, and fearful events and great signs from 
heaven. “But before all this, they will seize you 
and persecute you. They will hand you over to 

synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors, and all on 

account of my name. And so you will bear 
testimony to me. 



But make up your mind not to worry beforehand 
how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you 
words and wisdom that none of your adversaries 

will be able to resist or contradict. You will be 
betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death. Everyone will hate you because of 

me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand 
firm, and you will win life.



In that day you will say: “I will praise you, Lord. Although 
you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and 
you have comforted me. Surely God is my salvation; I will 
trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my 
strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
In that day you will say: “Give praise to the Lord, proclaim 
his name; make known among the nations what he has 
done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the 

Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to 
all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

Responsive Reading – Isaiah 12



Sing a New Song, unto the Lord!  
VCC Choir 



SERMON

Okay… DON’T get ready!



RESPONSIVE HYMN-CH 595
Blessed Assurance
1.

 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



2. 
Perfect submission, perfect delight,

visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



3. 
Perfect submission, all is at rest;

I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



OFFERING & MEDITATION

Telemann Trio Sonata in A major: 
Cantabile

 
Marino Cello, Tiffany Choi Violin, 
Elizabeth Violin, Tomasz Organ



DOXOLOGY – CH 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise 
him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen!



PRAYERS



Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever. 
Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS



Come join us on Instagram

@church.vcc



CLOSING HYMN – CH 2 
Joyful Joyful We Adore Ye
1. 

Joyful, joyful, we adore You,

God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,

Op'ning to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;

Drive the fear and doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness,

Fill us with the light of day!



2. 

All Your works with joy surround thee, 

earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee, 

Center of unbroken praise;

Field and forest, vale and mountain,

Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,

Chanting bird and flowing fountain

call us to rejoice in thee.



3. 

Thou art giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,

Well-spring of the joy of living,

Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,

all who live in love are thine;

Teach us how to love each other,

Lift us to the joy divine.



4.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus,

stars of morning take your part;

love divine is reigning o’er us,

binding those of tender heart.

Ever singing, move we onward,

Victors in the midst of strife;

Joyful music leads us sunward

In the triumph song of life.



COMMISSIONING & BLESSING



BLESSING

GO IN PEACE TO LOVE 
AND SERVE LORD.

THANKS BE TO GOD



POSTLUDE
Telemann Trio Sonata in A major: 

Allegro Assai 

Marino Cello, Tiffany Choi Violin, 
Elizabeth Violin, Tomasz Organ
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