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PRELUDE & MEDITATION

Oh Come, O Come Emmanuel
VCC Choir



ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING



OPENING HYMN – Ch 132
Hope is a child
1.   

Hope is a star that shines in the night,
Leading us on till the morning is bright. 

When God is a child 
there's joy in our song.
The last shall be first 

and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.          



PASSING OF THE PEACE



SPECIAL PEOPLE



SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 2:1-5
Read by Slouise Pickart

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s 
temple will be established as the highest of the 
mountains; it will be exalted above the hills,

and all nations will stream to it.

Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
temple of the God of Jacob.



He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk 
in his paths.”

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.

He will judge between the nations and will 
settle disputes for many peoples.

They will beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
nor will they train for war anymore.

Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the 
light of the Lord.



SCRIPTURE READING- Matthew 24:26-44

“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the 
wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the 
inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lightning 
that comes from the east is visible even in the 
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will 
gather. “Immediately after the distress of those 

days “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, 

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’



“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will 
mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 
And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon 
as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, 

you know that summer is near. Even so, when you 
see all these things, you know that it is near, right 

at the door. Truly I tell you, this generation will



certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

my words will never pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it 
will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in 

the days before the flood, people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 

the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew 
nothing about what would happen until the flood



came and took them all away. That is how it will 
be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will 

be in the field; one will be taken and the other 
left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; 

one will be taken and the other left.

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know 
on what day your Lord will come. But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what 

time of night the thief was coming, he would 
have kept watch and would not have let his house 

be broken into. So you also must be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.



I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

Our feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built like a city
that is closely compacted together.
That is where the tribes go up—

the tribes of the Lord—
to praise the name of the Lord

according to the statute given to Israel.
There stand the thrones for judgment,
    the thrones of the house of David.

Responsive Reading – Psalm 122



Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
    “May those who love you be secure.
May there be peace within your walls

and security within your citadels.”
For the sake of my family and friends,

I will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,

I will seek your prosperity.



Glorious Kingdom
VCC Choir



SERMON

Thief in the Night



RESPONSIVE HYMN-CH 122
Comfort, Comfort out my People
1. 

Comfort, comfort you my people,
tell of peace, thus says our God;

comfort those who sit in darkness
bowed beneath oppression's load.

Speak you to Jerusalem
of the peace that waits for them;
tell them that their sins I cover,
and their warfare now is over.



2. 
Hark, the herald's voice is calling

in the desert far and near,
bidding us to make repentance
since the reign of God is here.

O that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;

let the valleys rise in meeting
and the hills bow down to greeting.



3. 
Make you straight what long was crooked,

make the rougher places plain;
let your hearts be true and humble,

as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of our God

now o'er earth is shed abroad;
and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.



OFFERING & MEDITATION

Panis Angelicus

Sandra Nel, Soprano
Tomasz Pietak, Baritone



DOXOLOGY – CH 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise 
him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen!



PRAYERS



Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever. 
Amen.



APOSTLE'S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;  



he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father,

and will come again to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy universal church, 

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.  



COMMUNION AND MEDITATION



ANNOUNCEMENTS



Come join us on Instagram

@church.vcc



CLOSING HYMN – CH 125
Come, O Long-expected Jesus
1. 

 Come, O long-expected Jesus,
born to set your people free.

From our fears and sins release us;
Christ, in whom our rest shall be.
You, our strength and consolation,

come salvation to impart;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of many a longing heart.



2. 

Born your people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king,
born to reign in us for ever,

born your gracious realm to bring.
By your own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by your all-sufficient merit

raise us to your glorious throne.



COMMISSIONING & BLESSING



BLESSING

GO IN PEACE TO LOVE 
AND SERVE LORD.

THANKS BE TO GOD



POSTLUDE
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